
Thank You Sponsors! 

Thank you to our conference planning team: 
Michigan food and Farming Systems (MIFFS), Michigan State University, USDA Farm Service 
Agency, Farm Research Cooperative, USDA National Resources Conservation Services, Calhoun 
Conservation District.
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Welcome to the 2014 Michigan Family Farms Conference!

Session I 9:00 - 10:20 a.m.

Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (English)  Room A
Morse Brown, Michigan Food & Farming Systems (MIFFS)

Find out what you need to know about how health care is changing 
as a result of the Affordable Care Act; what your options are for 
coverage for you and your employees; and what you need to do to 
be prepared .

Protección al Paciente y Cuidado de 
Salud Asequible (Español) Room B
Filiberto Villa Gomez, Michigan Food & Farming Systems 
(MIFFS)

Averigüe lo que usted necesita saber acerca de cómo el cuidado 
de la salud está cambiando como consecuencia de la Ley de 
Asistencia Asequible, cuáles son sus opciones para la cobertura 
para usted y sus empleados; y lo que hay que hacer para estar 
preparado .

Smartphones in the Field Room C
Nic Welty, 9 Bean Rows Farm

Advancements in technology are making record keeping in the 
field easier and faster. In this session we’ll explore the best apps 
and software available, the basics of getting started and how to 
measure the cost vs. benefit of using this technology.

Partnerships: Surviving Together Room D
Stephen Arellano, Erin Caudell and Franklin Pleasant, The 
Local Grocer

Farmers have always helped each other . This team from The Local 
Grocer at Flint Farmers Market, have partnered in order to balance 
their two farms, multiple jobs, and multiple marketing channels . 
Together they are not only surviving, but growing their business . 
They will share why and how they chose to work together, the 
benefits and challenges, and just what a “normal” week of making 
it work looks like within this team .

Homestead Farming: Doing it All  Room E
Lee and Laurie Arboreal, Eaters’ Guild Farm

The “homestead” style of farming, where farms raise everything 
they want to eat, is making a comeback. Learn how to “do it all”; 
from growing and storing fruits and vegetables to raising livestock 
for eggs, milk and cheese .

Hoophouses for Beginners  Room F
John Biernbaum, MSU Department of Horticulture
LJ Kehn, Frankenmuth Farmers’ Market

Growing in a hoophouse is more than just putting a roof over your 
crops! Learn the basics of growing in a hoophouse in this session 
for beginners, including; scheduling, crop rotations, disease and 
pest management with programs to help you fund your structure .

Thank you for joining us for the 11th annual Michigan Family Farms Conference. This year’s conference,  
“Family Farming - Growing Toward the Future” will explore ways to grow and adapt to new farming trends while 
still embracing our roots in family farming. We hope you enjoy the day! 

Traducción en Español disponible en cada taller.

Youth Track Morning Session: 9:00-11:45 a.m.

Careers in Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resources  

Jim Marshall, Shakara Tyler, Stephanie Chau, Leonard Savala, 
Brianna Patrick, Stephen Carney, Alexis Horton, and Eunice 
Foster

Food, agriculture, and natural resources offer outstanding careers 
involving business, science, education, communication and many 
other areas on and off the farm .  This workshop will highlight 
career opportunities and promote learning through hands-on 
activities and shared experiences .

Youth Track Afternoon Fieldtrips: 1:00-4:45 p.m.

Busses depart at 1:00 p.m. Permission slips are required

Leila Arboretum, Battle Creek
Students will learn about agriculture and growing plants through 
hands-on activities in the Arboretum’s hoophouse . 

Food Bank of South Central Michigan, Battle Creek
Students will learn about food security and issues facing families 
across our state as they assist with processing donations .

Lydia Gutierrez, President of Hacienda 
Mexican Foods

Lydia Gutierrez is the President of 
Hacienda Mexican Foods, located in 
Southwest Detroit . With more than 20 
years of manufacturing experience, Lydia 
understands the ups and downs of owning 
and running a small business, as well as 

the importance of supporting her local community .

Through hard work, faith, tenacity and determination, 
she and her husband built their business together, and 
after his passing in 2005, she took the helm on her own . 
With an emphasis on purchasing local and a commitment 
to social accountability, Hacienda continues to grow 
and thrive, right in the heart of MexicanTown, Detroit, 
Michigan .

Keynote Speaker: 1:30 p.m. 



Session II        10:40 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Farm Planning Room A
Nic Welty, 9 Bean Rows Farm
Sara Possehn, USDA FSA

You have invested your life in your farm, but now is the time to 
make sure you have taken the proper steps to ensure your farm 
and family will be taken care of now and in the future . In this 
session we will explore farm and estate planning along with the 
steps you can take to protect your farm .

Immigration Laws: Changes  Room B
Susan Reed,  Immigration Law Attorney, MI Poverty Law  

Program

Immigration reform is a hot topic affecting many Michigan farmers 
and workers right now, especially for fruit and vegetable farms that 
depend on reliable labor for harvest . Find out what’s happening 
with the legislation, how it affects you and where to go for help .

Exploring New Markets  Room C
Trent and Ruthie Thompson, Green Gardens Community Farm

Are you interested in starting a CSA but do not quite know how? 
Or maybe you would like to direct market or sell to a restaurant 
but have some questions . This session will explore various market 
outlets available to small family producers and things to consider 
when choosing how to market your products .

Southwest Food Hub Opportunities  Room D
Rich Pirog, Center for Regional Food Systems
Joe Colyn,  Local Food Hub Consultant for Calhoun and 

Kalamazoo counties
Jeremy Andrews, Sprout Urban Farm

Food hubs are facilities and businesses working together to 
aggregate, store, process, distribute, and sell food . This panel will 
share what has been happening in SW MI over the last year and 
discuss how you can get involved .

Managing an Urban Farm  Room E
Malik Yakini, Detroit Black Community Food Security Network

Join us in exploring the challenges and opportunities for urban 
farms in Michigan . We will discuss how to address environmental 
issues from pollution to being good neighbors, as well as policy 
barriers to farming in an urban setting .

Advanced Hoophouse Strategies  Room F
John Biernbaum, MSU Department of Horticulture
Denae Friedheim, Foodshed Farm, LLC

This advanced session on hoophouses is for growers who already 
have a high tunnel but are looking to maximize their usage of it or 
troubleshoot issues like soil quality, irrigation, disease and pest 
management . Find out how to get the most out of your structure!

Session III  3:20 - 4:40 p.m.

Healthy Soils  Room A
Jerry Grigar, USDA NRCS
Jim Marshall, USDA NRCS

Healthy soil is the foundation of a healthy farm, yet it’s often 
overlooked until it becomes a real problem . Learn what you can do 
to improve your soil quality and how healthier soils improve plant 
health and yields .

Selling Conservation  Room B
Jennifer Silveri, MAEAP Technician, Eaton Conservation District
Diana Irizarry, USDA NRCS

Conservation programs, like the Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) are a smart decision 
for your farm’s sustainability . In addition, learn how these types of 
programs can also add value to your products and build customer 
loyalty .

How to Leave a Lasting First Impression  
Room C
Michelle Napier-Dunnings, MIFFS Executive Director 
JoAnna Trierweiler (JT), JT Consulting Firm

As the demand for local food increases, so do the opportunities .  
But it takes a few sales skills and tools to make a lasting first 
impression . This session will include tips on preparing for a buyer/
broker meeting, how and what questions to ask, what to leave 
behind with the buyer, and how to conduct follow-up activities .

Organic Practices: Starting Up and 
Staying Strong  Room D
Vicki Morrone, Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance (MOFFA)

Growing organically can minimize your environmental impact as 
well as add value to your crops, but it can also present a unique 
set of challenges . Learn how to overcome those challenges, like 
controlling pests and diseases, as well as the value of “going 
organic”.

What’s Happening with the Farm Bill  
Room E
Mary Judnich,Senator Debbie Stabenow’s Office  
David Schweikhardt, Michigan State University

Attend this session and learn how to make the Farm Bill work for 
you. We will review the provisions in the farm bill that benefit small 
producers and discuss approaches for working with your local 
USDA office when applying to a program.

Incubator Farms  Room F
Jeremy Moghtader, MSU Student Organic Farm
Neal Valley, Formerly of Lansing Roots, The Greater Lansing Food Bank

Incubator farms are popping up all across the state and the 
country . Join us to discuss the steps to consider when planning an 
incubator farm, special challenges, the types of services incubator 
farms can provide and resources available .

Spanish translation available in each workshop.



Conference Schedule  
AT A GLANCE

Registration begins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:00a
Session I  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9:00a
Session II .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10:40a
Lunch and Networking   .  .  .  . Noon  
Keynote speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1:30p
Session III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3:20p
Conference Closes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5:00p

Exhibitors:
Consumers Mutual Insurance of 

Michigan
Food and Water Watch
Food Bank Council of Michigan
Grazing Fields
Green Organic Specialties
Greenstone Farm Credit Services
Michigan Agriculture Environmental 

Assurance Program (MAEAP)
Michigan Beefalo Breeders Assoc .
Michigan Farmers Market 

Association (MIFMA)
Michigan Food and Farming 

Systems (MIFFS)
Michigan Organic Food & Farm 

Alliance (MOFFA)
Morgan Composting
M’Organic Meadows
MSU Center for Regional Food 

Systems (MSU CRFS)
MSU Product Center
MSU Student Organic Farm 
Nifty Hoops
Rincon-Vitova Insectaries
Southeast Michigan Resource 

Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) Council

Springfield Farmers Market
Tillers International 
Turtlebee and Honeytree Farm
University of Michigan - Examining 

Disparities in Food Access/
Security in MI

USDA – Farm Service Agency 
(USDA FSA)

USDA – National Agricultural 
Statistics Service – Great Lakes 
Region (USDA – NASS)

USDA – Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (USDA NRCS)

USDA – Risk Management Agency 
(USDA RMA)

Become a MIFFS member before the close of the conference  
and  SAVE $5 off your 2014 membership!

Stop by the MIFFS display for more information

www.MIFFS.org

USDA English/Spanish Language Help Line: 1-800-305-3763


